é > 7 , 
Dr Ifa nw rer COFFS CE Col 7 


we 0, 
( brry PER LoR NSC FF’ Mo & 


RE £ DI FOILS ) 


LCE OCS 
aaa eRe? hae & 


q afrag Ht ot eso 


® 


SIKHISM 
. THE FAITH OF THE NEW AGE 


DR. HARNAM SINGH 'SHAN' 
Formerly Professor & Chairman, Guru Nanak Chair, and 
Head of the Departments of Panjabi Studies & Sikh Studies 
Punjab University Chandigam. 


DHARAM PARCHAR COMMITTEE 
SHIROMANI GURDWARA PARBANDHAK COMMITTEE 


SRI AMRITSAR 
FREE 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary | NamahariElibrary@gmail.com 


https://archive.org/details/namdhari | 


Published by: 


Secretary, 
Dharam Parchar Committee 
(Shiromani Gurdwara Parbandhak Committee) 


Amritsar. 
August 2002 30000 
* 
i 
® 
Printed at: 


GOLDEN OFFSET PRESS (S.G.P.C.) 
Gurdwara Ramsar Sahib, Amritsar. : 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamdhariElibrary@gmail.com j—_—_——__dints 


https://archive.org/details/namdhari 


Sikhism :; The Faith of the New Age 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamahariElibrary@gmail.com 


https://archive.org/details/namdhari 


The Sithh religion (2 trily the answer 
to the problems of the meade man. 


--E-.A. Bittencourt 


Sri Satguru Jagjit Singh Ji eLibrary NamahariElibrary@gmail.com 


https://archive.org/details/namdhari 


FOREWORD 


Among contemporary scholars of Sikh Religion and culture, 
Dr. Harnam Singh. ’Shan\ is incontrovertibly one of the most 
erudite, perceptive and prolific writers. His recent work in Panjabi, 
Guru Granth Sahib Di Koshkari, on the Lexicography of Guru 
Granth Sahib--The Sikh bible--is a landmark in the linguistic 
analysis and lexicographical study of a sacred literature. Many of 
his shorter articles have appeared regularly in the noted monthly 
journal, THE SIKH REVIEW, where Dr. Shan has been on the 
editorial panel for nearly four decades. 

His latest monograph, SIKHISM--FAITH OF THE NEW AGE, 
is a succinct compendium of the Sikh religion and its ethos, with 
an illuminating exposition of the holy scripture, deriving support 
from a galaxy of modern non-Sikh scholars rather than adopting a 
dogmatic approach. 

Not withstanding the yawning gap between the moral 
principles enshrined in Guru Granth Sahib and our day-to-day life 
Style, ‘Sikhism ‘s moral and Spiritual vitality have an eternal 
appeal. The Gurus’ quest for a complete human being (dIdHU- 
XH™@HT) and a humanesociety (JSHT dH) is unending. Despite the 
turbulent times and burgeoning amorality in the world today, the 
religion of Guru Nanak can be the pace-setter for the new Millenium. 
The Sikhs can indeed be activists for reconciling the spiritual and 
temporal, religion and science, principle and practice. == 

Sikhism 's message of love and compassion|,its passion for 
justice, peace and human dignity, which the present monograph 
seeks to rediscover, have special relevance for the new age and 
the new genaration in India and abroad. 


July 10, 1996 SARAN SINGH, 
.A.S. (Retd.) 
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PREFACE 


The Sikhs are practitioners of an original, distinct, revealed 
and complete religion. They worship God and nothing else. It is a 
very simple religion. There are no rituals to be performed and no 
idols or deities to be worshiped. 

Sikhism is one of the most profoundly moralised faiths, 
although it does not claim any formal system of ethics. The source 
of Sikh teaching is Guru Granth Sahib which comprises poetry of 
deep mystical intuition and feng as uttered by six of the ten 
founding Gurus. 

Sikhism was founded by Guru Nanak Dev (1469-1539) and 
nurtured by nine other Gurus who succeeded him in the holy office 
of Guruship. The term "GURU" when applied to Guru Nanak and 
his nine successors means Enlightener. The Sikh Gurus acted as 
revealers of Truth, that is, knowledge of God. Their revelations 
formed the basis of Sikhism, and the Sikh Gurus became its 
founders. The Sikh Gurus were not incarnations of God or God in 
human form. Sikhism does not believe in the theory of Avtarhood. 

The first Sikh preceptor, Guru Nanak Dev, lived during the 
15th-16th century, a time of immense turmoi!. He witnessed the 
brutality of the Mughal invaders who swept through Afghanistan 
into the northern subcontinent, terrorising the local population. 
According to Prof. Harbans Singh, Guru Nanak 's voice offered 
"the only strong vocal protest in India against the invasion of 
Babar, founder of the Mughal dynasty". He also spoke out against 
social evils of the caste system which promoted vast inequality 
among fellow human beings. Guru Nanak recognised all humanity 
as one and knew that free life was the only life worth living. 

The succeeding nine Gurus of the Sikh faith further 
developed what Guru Nank set in motion. when the tenth Sikh 
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Guru, Guru Gobind Singh, baptised the Sikhs into nationhood in 
1699, he specifically commanded all Sikhs to stand up to tyranny, 
no matter where it exists. Guru Gobind Singh knew the 
importance of maintaining one 's freedom and he was certain to 
pass this legacy to the Sikh nation. 

Sikhism is a whole life system in which it is considered a | 
right and a duty to use force, as a last resort, to restore justice in | 
society. In Sikh ethos, the spiritual and temporal are closely inter- 
related. The double swords of Guru Hargobind, the Sixth Sikh 
Prophet--preceptor, represent the complementarity of temporal and ;_ 
spiritual powers, called Miri and Piri in Sikhism. The roots of this 
Miri:Piri doctrine can be traced all the way back to the founder of } 
the faith, Guru Nanak Dev. Accordingly, there is an inseparable 
bind between religion and politics in the Sikh tradition, so alien to 
many in the secular west. 

sikhism is a system of hope, activity and optimism about 
the future of man, with willingness to co-operate with other 
religions, while accepting God 's graciousness in creating other 
paths as well. Its two other features relate to its universalism. | 
First, the Guru prays to God to help the troubled world by any 
means He may be Gracious enough to do. Second, it is Guru > 
Nanak Dev who says that his mission is, with co-operation of other 
Godmen, to ferry men across the troubled sea of life. y 

The focus of this Monograph by Dr. Harnam Singh ‘Shan’ is 
on whether or not Sikhism is the Faith of the New Age. In this 
context when we talk of Sikhism, we are implicitly talking of 
Sikhism as laid down in the holy scripture of the Sikhs, the Guru 
Granth Sahib, containing the holy utterances of their Gurus, 
respectfully named Gurshabad or Gurbani. Sikhs believe that the | 
said holy utterances are revelations inspired by God. In other 
words, they are God 's holy words delivered to mankind through 
the Sikh Gurus. So, are these revelations the Faith of the New 
Age? The answer can be found by a study of the revelations. 

Dr. Shan has spent the best years of his life in the study of ) 
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Guru Granth Sahib. There is conclusive evidence of this if one 
cares to read or examine his publications which are listed 
onwards.(in the ending part of this publication.) In all his writings, 
featuring various aspects of Sikhism, all statements, opinions and 
findings of fact are supported by appropriate and relevant 
_ quotations from Gurbani. 

| After a thorough study of the volumnious 1430-page Holy, 
‘Book, Dr. Shan has answered in the affirmative the question posed 
earlier. He states : 

“Sikhism is an ideal religion for the Modern Man, a universal 
and an egalitarian whole-life religion of our own times-humanitarian 
in spirit, affirmative in ideology, modern in outlook, scientiic in 
analysis, radical in views, national in approach and practical in 
adaptability; suited to the needs, aspirations and conditions of the 
modern man and his social set-up. It knows no ethnical, racial or 
regional limitations; recognises no distinctifis on account of birth, 
sex, Status, caste, creed, colour, calling, country or community; 
and embodies, on the other hand, universal respect and concern 
for all, regarding all as equals and respectables, cherishing its 
Founder 's inimitable advice : 

Call every one noble 

—» /{fornone seems Low. -~> 
As God the sole Potter 

—> ! has fashioned all vessels alike. - > 
And it is His light alone 

—— that shines in all creation. —» 

It is, thus, a religion which is not only a theological path 
meant to lead towards spiritual progress and Ultimate Reality, but 
is also the one which is equally concerned with the establishment 
of a just and altruistic social order and is totally committed to 
human equality, truthful living and peaceful co-existence; as 
proclaimed by Guru Arjun Dev, its fifth Prophet-preceptor, in the 
following verse : i 

Hun Hukam hua Meharvan da, 
Pai Koi na kisae ranjhanda. 
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oubh sukhali — wuthia, 
Ehu hoa Halemi Raj Jio: 
Cc --Guru Granth Sahib, p. 74. 
(The Graious Lord has now 
—>! promulgated His ordinance. ——\_ 
None shall domineer over others’ 
—‘!or cause pain to them. -—~ 
All shall abide in peace and happiness, 
| And the governance shall be 
~->/ gentle and compassionate." Pram 
The above factual finding, althorgh fully supported by 
authority, is nevertheless the conclusion of a practitioner of the 
Sikh Faith who may be accused of bias of praising his own 
religion. Hence it is necessary to consider what others, the 
non--Sikhs, think of the Sikh faith. The author has very diligently 
assembled the views of almost all non-Sikh scholars who have 
ventured to write on the Sikh faith. He has cited the opinions of 
Capt. J.D. Cunningham, Mr. M.A.Macauliffe, Professor Sir Arnold 
Toynbee, Professor Noel Q.King, Professor J.C. Archer, Dr. Owen 
Cole, Professor Geoffery Parrinder, Dr. H.L. Bradshaw, Dr. Edward 
A Bittencourt, Mr. C.H.Payne, Professor M.Mujeeb and Ms. 
Dorothy Field. It is important to bear in mind that all these eminent 
scholars have voiced their opinion on Sikhism after making a study — 
of the Sikh scripture. Professor Archer even went to the extent of . 
examining its original manuscript Known as the Kartarpuri Bir, 
now in the custody of the Sodhis of Kartarpur, district Jalandhar. | 
The scholars cited by the author have, all of them, high praise for 
Sikhism as a unique modern religional and one of them has even 
labelled it as the "Faith of the New Age" and "Summum Bonum for 
the modern man”. This, indeed, is an accurate assessment of the — 
Sikh Faith, and fully supports the thesis of Professor Shan. 
In my opinion, Dr. Harnam Singh “Shan has in this 
monograph, with his exhaustive quotations from Gurbani, 
succeeded in what he set out to do, namely to prove that Sikhism 
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is the Faith of the New Age. He has succeeded because he has a 
ldeep insight into Sikh spritual values set out in Guru Granth 
!Sahib. Hence he can look back with pride on his successful effort. 
His monograph is precise, correct and authoritative. All praise to 
i him. 

The Shiromani Gurdwara Prabandhak Committee, Amritsar, 


is to be congratulated on publishing this valuable addition to Sikh 
literature. 


30th June, 1996. Choor Singh (Justice) 
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SIKHISM 
: The Faith Of The New Age 


sikhism is the religion and faith of the Sikhs, that is, of the 
disciples of Guru Nanak Dev and his nine spiritual successors, 
called Gurus', who graced humanity from 1469 to 1708 A.D. in the 
Indian subcontinent. It, thus, literally means the path of 
discipleship and the new way of life taught by them, both through 
precept and pracitce. 

Sikhism is the youngest of the internationally recognised 
religions of the world. It originated in Panjab, the Land of Five 
Rivers, with the advent of Guru Nanak Dev (1469-1539 A.D.) about 
five hunderd years ago, during the Muslim rule of Lodhis followed 
soon by that of the Mughals in India. Hence, one has not to go 

~ back to many centuries for knowing its history or assessing its 
growth and glory. 

Its followers, called Sikhs and surnamed Singhs (for males) 
and Kaurs (for females), are easily and immediately recognizable 
by the visible signs and essential symbols--full beards and 
dashing turbans, in particular--of their religious faith. They have 
now spread all over the world, carrying with them their distinctive 


1. That ts, spiritual prophets-preceptors or Divine Masters. They are 
equally revered and are believed to be one in spirit though different in body, 
the Divine Light in whom having successively passed from one to another, as 
follows, as told by their contemporaries, Balwand, Satta and Zulfiqar, for 
instance : 

1. Hts Ga gaits ATE 

At ation, Ste USP || 

The Light is the same, the praxis is the same, 

Only the visible form has changed. 

(See Arjun Dev,Sri Guru (ed.), Sr Guru Granth Sahib, Amritsar-1604 


A.D., Raga Ramkali, Var by Balwand and Satta minstrels, St 2, p. 966): 


3 
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features and vibrant spirit as well as its unique philosophy and 
universal message of love, faith and harmony. They have 
established their religious associations, holy fellowships and 
congregations, called Sangats,and place/of worship and religio- 
socio centres, called Gurdwaras, both in the East and in the 
West wherever they have gone and settled to avail of the new and 
promising opportunities in life. Sikhism has, thus, come out as a 
new global faith and has joined the ranks of the world's top ; 
religions, viz. Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism and 
Judaism, in its very short span of existence. 

In spite of the wholesale recurrent persecution? and 
treacherous onslaughts perpetrated on this religion by the rulers 
and the foreign invadgrs as well as the ongoing challfnges and the 


Zi: 


tof som Ce 
—2$ Ot 2.4 ST 


They believe that All bien are in fact Nanak. | Ke 
(Adistani, Mobid Zulfiqar, Dabistan-i-Mazahib, Patna-1654 A. D+ Kanpur 
ed., d[.1904, p.232). 
This, indeed, is a fact that all the Sikh Gurus called themselves ‘Nanak’ 
and also stressed this unity of spirit and ideology. They shared the same light 
| and revealed the same truth and their message too was the same as confirmed 
by Guru Gobind Singh, the Tenth Master, himself in his autobiography as under: 
S1Sa Mare ao MY Ug || UGH Ys fed Hat H aa | 
meen uls on aaa phe Cue S tu rarer 9 11. 
| farsa nate ate WatHenaen ware urea |f 
MATSH THEA ATU AUS BY, Hes SIT UT || a 
Guru Nanak assumed the body of Angad 
— } and disseminated this religion in the world. <” 
As one lamp is lit from another, 
a | so he came fo be known, afterwards, as Amardas.(7)..... —~—* 
It was the holy Nanak who was revered thus as Angad. . 
Thereafter, it was Angad, who was recognised as Amar Das. 
It was, in fact, Amar Das who was then called Ram Das. 
The men of faith recognised this fact (of their transformation) 
But the ignorant failed to understand this mystery. 
--Gobind Singh, Sri Guru, Sri Dasam Granth Sahib, p.54, ‘Bachitar Natak', 
7) & $ts.7&9,Ch. Vig ——> 
"This stenidiniis of the ten Gurus or teachers of equal spiritual rank and 
sharing the same revelation, according to Harbans Singh, “Is, peculiar to Sikhism". 
(The Faith of the Sikhs, Patiala-1986 c.,p.11). "This gift of Guru Nanak", «> 
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wre 


intimitdating prophesies about its absorption, assimilation or 
disappearance, Sikhism has stood its ground and withstood all 
tests of the time. All nefarious efforts made, from time-to-time, to 
suppress, subjugate or exterminate it, have gone up in smoke. All 
prophets of doom who predicted its extinction, had to bite the 
bullet and their prophesies*® have proven totally wrong. Even "the 
boa constrictor has failed to swallow it."* The fact remains that it 
has not only survived but is very much here to stay. Its adherents 
are flourishing now in even longer numbers, not only in Panjab, its 
homeland and in all other parts of India, but also in almost every 
part of the world’. Despite various limitations, such as their unique 


©» says Daljit Singh, %& ‘indeed, unique, It is the gift that he lived as 
here for 240 years and demonstrated the interpretation of his ideology in 
response to all manners of social, religious and politcal challenges and = environ- 
ments."(Five Gifts of fhe Gurus, Patiala-1994, p.9). See also Hinnels, J.R. (ed.) 
A Handbook of Living Religions, New York -1984, p. 241. Q 
2. Under imperial ordinances such as those of the last Mughal Empiie ome 
Bahadur Shah, dated 10 December 1710, ordering - 


MS bebulee Se 


"to kill and finish them (the Sikhs) wherever they were found." (cf. 
Akhbarat-i-Darbar-i-Mualla; Ganda Singh, A Brief Account of the Sikh People, 
Amritsar-1956} reprint, Delhi-1971, p. 29.). see also Latif, S. Mohammed, A 

: History of Panjab from the remote aed fo Be Tr sl Calcutta- 
1891, p. 213. 

3. Such as, "Sikhism is a waning religion Mo will soon belong to history". 

(Trumpp, Ernest, The Adi Granth, London-1877, p.vi); "Sikhism is fast 
: losing its vitality and is drifting towards amalgamation with the Hindu faith” 
(Bhattacharya, Joginder Nath, Hindu Castes and Sects, Calcutta-1896, p.511; 
reprint-1986, p.404; "What is their (i.e. the Sikhg) future? It is anything but dark. 
However, it is apparent that the best days of the Khalsa are altogether behind’. 
(Narang, Gokul Chand, Transformation of Sikhism, Lahore-1912; 2nd.ed., Lahore- 
1945, AGA, p. 350); and "Sikhs have no political future as an independent 
community". ([bid., Delhi-1960, p. p.350). 

4. Bannerjee, A.C., Guru Nanak : The Teacher of Man, Chandigarh- 
1979, p.23. 

5. They constitute about 2 percent of the Indian population and the 
majority of them live in Panjab and Delhi. About two millions of them live far 
away from their homeland almost all over the world, and their largest overseas 
concentrations are in Britain and Canada. 


~ 
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appearance, ‘Stateless Status' and 'a sustained campaign of 
disinformation’ about them, the Sikhs have achieved a far greater 
success in all walks of life; contributing a lot to the welfare of 
humanity, in general, and to the progress of the communities they 

- live in; "Wielding an influence", says Geffrey Parrinder, "much in 
excess of their numerical strength''®, and commanding 
considerable attraction and admiration almost every where in the 
world. So much so that, according to the renowned historian, 
Arnold Toynbee, "They are the burliest men on the face of the 
planet, tough and capable....lf human life survives the present 
chapter of man's history, the Sikhs, for sure, will still be on the 
map."’ 


(3) 

This is so and shall be so, because the Sikhs profess one of 
the ‘higher religions’ of the world which is not only an original, 
distinct and independent faith, but is also an autonomous, 
complete and dynamic religion, born of a direct and definitive 
revelation like other major religions of the world. It is primary in its 
source and is as pure in its contents as any other religion on the 
planet. 

The authenticity of its dogmas, simplicity of its beliefs, 
excellence of its ethical system, tenacity of purpose, internal vigour 
and sustained heroism together with the religious zeal, spiritual 
energy,unshakable faith and indomitable spirit as well as the 
enterprising drive, adventurous push and self-sacrificing nature of 
its followers have kept it intact and firm on its ground in many ‘ 
such crises, raising it up again with greater strength and better 
prospects after every attempt to harm or annihilate it. 

(4) 

Moreover, it is the most modern of the world religions. It is a 
scientific, practical and universal faith. Having the whole humanity 
in view for its welfare and amelioration, it has been acclaimed by 


| Pe on 
: 6. Parrinder, A Pel World Religions from Ancient History to the 
! Present, New York -1983, p. 260. 
7. Toynbee,\Arold, as quoted in Kapur Singh's, Sikhs and Sikhism, 
p, (): AYN +—Nfancouver-1974, p.26. 
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H.L. Bradshaw as the "Faith of the New Age" and "“summum 
bonum for the modern man" and woman. It was he who also 
stated that this religion "completely supplants and fulfils all the 
. former dispensations of older religions. The other religions contain 
Truth but Sikhism contains the fullness of Truth. The older faiths 
were good in their day, but that day is now past and we are living 
in the dispensation of Guru Nanak. Just as we appreciate the 
discovery of modern living and do not want to exchange our, 
modern jet airlines, automobiles and electricity for the horse-drawn ? 
carriages and candles of the past, we do not want to exchange the 
New Age faith of Guru Nanak for any of the old-age systems and 
their antiquated philosophies." He, therefore, added that "the Sikh 
faith is the universal religion for the present space age. The Sikh 
religion is truly the answer to the problems of the modern man."® 
And it is “the only living faith,” according to E.A. Bittenocourt, 
"that gives the healing outlook on life."® 
This is so because Sikhism arose as a new mode of 
humanitarian thought, heralding a new conception of the Ultimate 
Reality, a new vision of the Universal Man and a new whole-life __ 
religious system-A radically new path based on the dual a 
of Miri (temporal) and Piri (spiritual), combining intimately the life 
of the spirit with the life of the world and cherishing values entirely 
different from those of the dichotomous religious systems which 
‘ consider the world Mithya, an entanglement‘ a place of suffering: 2.37’ 
preach withdrawl from it and teach asceticism, monasticism, and 
celibacy as the chief spiritual values. Guru Nanak, the founder of 
: this religion, not only rejected this system but also "emphasised 
that life was real and an opportunity for spiritual progress. 
Spirituality had to be expressed in life. In his system worldly life 
without being informed by the force of spirituality, was barrensand 
spiritual life, without its expression in the world, was just 
8. Bradshaw, H.L., tn’ he Sikh Review, Calcutta; Singh Gurbaksh, 
Sikhism :A Universal Message, Richardson-1991,p.8 


9. Bittencourt, Edward A.de.in his 'Foreword' to The Sikh way of Life by _5 , 
Ranbir Singh, New Delhi-1968, p.vi. 


\ 
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sterile.""° Sikhism has, therefore, been based on the Principles of 
full participation in life and total soical responsibility, exhorting 
man to-- 
Pirees on communicating with his fellow-beings 
") Right til the hour he is granted life’. -4+ 
(Aa Sa eam ahhh saa fag Hey, fas ath | 1)". 
[f €-— Indicating the way to the ideal religion, it maintains : 
wferes vats Psdeits abe Sar wants Ree Uhr 12/cur Cale he, 
a way to live religion is found by dwelling in ent achenen: ; 
—>/ 7nd remaining wera midst of worldly attachments 
__> | (like a lotus in water) .-5» <7 7 
Sikhism also ushered in a new altruistic ideal of democratic 
polity and a new value-pattern of a casteless and classless 
society based on equilitarian and pluralistic concepts. Sikh 
revolutionary religio-socio set-up embodied, at the very outset, its 
Founder 's gospel that dig erg | is By) ated one God who is Ahe Creator- 


aon cl RIas 


-~~Father of all and that all can beings\are brothers “and sisters,. 


ae: 


ane. foisrespective of any caste, creed, calling, colour, country, sex or 

status, as expressed in the following verses of its scripture, called 

ori Guru en Sahib, compiled in 1604 A.D. by its Fifth Prophet, 
oy Guru Arjyin Dev Ji (1563-1606 A.D.) himself : 
1. 2a first Gan AH efor 
| The One God is. our Father 
We all are children of that one Father’. 
2.a' a Ud, odt fuarar 

Hdl Hid, JH ae afte met | 114 

None is our enemy, 
Nor is anyone stranger to us. 
We are in accord with one and all". 


10. Five Gifts of the Gurus, op.cit., pp.2-3. 

11. Guru Granth Sahib, op.cit.\Raga Dhanasari, MA, p.661. 
12. Ibid, Raga Suhi, M4. p.730. “MY Wack oe, 
. 2 \ 

: 13. Guru Granth Sahib, Wd. p.730. rane or i aC ee 


14. Ibid, Raga Kanra, M.V,p.1299. 
Care wpe _* 
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3. aft Bt OH OSH, ate 3 Hit, 
ofa Hget<ats dfs & Barre 
We are neither high-caste, nor low-caste, nor in-between. 
Pry being creatures of one and the same Lord, 
. _£) We are only the Lord's people’. 

That is why, while , assessing the role of the reformers of the 
Bhakti Movement, J.D. Cunningham observed that “it was left to 
Guru Nanak, founder of Sikhism, to perceive the true principles of 
reform and to lay those broad principles to enable his successors 
to build a nationality. He gave practical effect to the doctrine that 
the lowest was equal to the highestin creed, in political rights and 
in religious hopes."*® 

This is very a: eV oe by from the institutions and practices 
Started by him and. iby his successors and adherants. These, such 
as, langar (that is common, refectory and free community Gr 
kitchen) “is the most vivid example of the brotherhood and equality 
of mankind. it was not just preached but but practised"."°4 <"—> 
Co - Refuting ,thus , Is not oO only the age-old caste-system but also 
hitting hard the division of man by man in various classes and 
compartments. 

This is so also because Sikhism, equating God with Truth 
and Love of God with service to mankind, urges self--realization 
and recognition of the Creator through His Creation. Exhibiting a 
just, catholic and tolerant temperament, it admits no 
discriminating distinction of any kind any where, and guarantees 
each individual his fundamental rights and freedom of conscience 
with the correlative liberty of religious belief and practice. 
Envisioning, thus, a new cultural ethos and an ideal social al 
order--mental, spiritual, physical, social and political--it transcends 
all types of religious exclusiveness, dogmatism, formalism and 
ego-centric individualism. It rather outrightly rejects all negative 


p> 


15. Ibid, ‘Raga Guy, WT, p. 504. \_ Ceewte MG ZR 
16. Cunningham, J.D., A History of the Sikhs from the Ongin of the Nationai 

to the Battles of the Sutlej, London-1849; Oxford ed.-1918, p.38. 
16-A. Narayanan K.R. in Sfudies in Sikhism and Comparative Religion. 
Vol. XII no.2 New Delhi July December, 1993. P.12. 
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responses towards life and society, such as self-nagation, self- 
withdrawal and self-surrender. 

Cherishing thus a broad and liberal human base, challenging 
the division of mankind under various classifications, treating all 
men and women as equal members"’ of a vast multi-cultural 
society and preaching mutual love, respect and harmony among 
different peoples and diverse faiths, its first and last prophets went 
to the extent of exherting every one : : 

mmet Vet HTS AHTST.... | 118 

Let universal brotherhood’ be 

The highest aspiration of your religious order’®. 
and 

HSH at A'S He Ua ufgT Se | "9 

Recognise all as belonging to 

The One race of humanity’. 

Lome of its basic institutions and unique features--such as 
the Gurdwara (Guru ‘s home), Sangat (holy fellowship, 


congregation), langar (community refectory, common kitchen), 
Guriaee (process of spiritual succession), Sri Guru Granth 


(sacred scripture) and the Khalsa Panth (Khalsa Commonweaith, 

17. The founder of Sikhism is most probably the first prophet-preceptor 
who proclaimed the complete equality of men and women in every sphere and 
walk of life. Pleading forcefully for the proper status of women who had far 
ages been considered far inferior to men and looked down upon by them, he 
told men that it was in their owninterest to respect women and restore their 
due place in all secular and Spiritual matters, because-- 

sta Ahh, sts fon, sfs Hate Sh || 

33J Je CHS, SBT eS TTI 

18. Guru Granth Sahib, Jap, M.1., st. 28, p.6. 

19. Gobind Singh, Sri Guru, Sri Dasam Granth Sahib, Anandpur-1696 c.., 
p. 19, Akal Ustat, Kabit 15-85. ° 

33 Hn, dfs aah, sts de gus I 

A faS Het mimdba, fas AUT HS I 

Guru Granth Sahib, op. cit., Raga Asa, M.I, p.473. 

It is from woman that we are conceived, and it is from her that we are born. 

It is to woman that we are engaged and married. 

it is the woman who Is our life-long companion. 

It is the woman who keeps the human race going. 

It is the woman again who is sought when one loses one 's previous wife. 

It is the woman through whom we establish our social ties 
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corporate community)—have gone a Long way in proving the 
veracity and applicability of such lofty ideals, highlighting its 
essence and significance and making it a source of inspiration for 

. some non-Sikh scholars to undertake its study and share their 
experiences and observations with the people at large. W.O. Cole, 
the eminent author of some useful books on Sikh Studies, for 

: instance, when asked in 1985 what drew him to the study of 
Sikhism, candidly replied, "Theologically, | cannot answer the 
question what drew me to the study of Sikhism. You may call it 
the purpose of God. But to be more specific, the unique concept of 
universality (Guru Nanak 's concepts of Oneness of God and 
Universal brotherhood of Men) and the system of Langar (free 
community meal) in Sikhism are the two features that attract me 
towards the study of Sikhism. Langar is the exclusive feature of 
sikhism and found no where else in the world. 

- Sikhism is the only religion which welcomes each and 
everyone to its langar without any distinction of caste, creed, 
colour or sex."2° 

Being a monotheistic faith, Sikhism also brushes aside all 
claims of incarnation, intercession, redemption and intermediation; 
and advocates direct communion with God, assuring every one 
anywhere that He can be remembered by any name (viz. Jehovah, 
Ram, Ishwar, Allah, Khuda, God or the like) denoting the Eternal 

e Supreme Being and that He can be realized by anyone who loves 
and adores Him, as so emphatically stated by its Tenth Master, 
Guru Gobind Singh, the Founder of the Khalsa (1666-1708 A.D.) : 


20. Cole, W.Owen, as quoted in the spokesman, Toronto, Canada; 
Sikhism : A Universal Message, op. cit., p. 40. 

Then why revile or denounce her of whom even kings and great men are 

born? 

‘Eve' in Sikhism is also not regarded just as temptation-incarnate but as 

"the conscience of man", according to a famous dictum of Guru Hargobind 

(1595-1644 A.D.), its Sixth Spintual Master. 
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Hd ad HS Bd He: 
TAS UH ate fs0 ot yg uTee | 

Listen you all the truth | speak : 

They alone have found God who loved Him?" 

(truly and devotedly). 

Moreover, Sikhism is a distinct and "a thoroughly pragmatic 
religion to be lived not in isolation away from the world but in our 
daily lives while performing the usual chores that are a part of that 
life."*2 It is the householder 's religion whose Founder has declared 
unequivocally : 


Hisdd af MH Sfanreh | | 
ug ae fed ats ure 1... 
such is the distincitve greatness of the True Preceptor 
That through His grace and guidance one can attain salvation 
even while surrounded by one 's wife and children*° 
(that is, while living a normal domestic life). 
Sikhism, thus, gives all and sundry optimistic hope of 
salvation, by Divine Grace, while leading a normal householder's 
life bearing virtuous conduct, remembering God, adoring Nature, 
doing honest work, performing duties and sharing earnings with 
fellow-beings, as visualized in the following three directives of its 
, blessed founder : 
fara aaah, 
| 2s BdeT 


Work, 
Worship . 
and | 
Share, 


21. Dasam Granth Sahib, op. cit., p. 14; 'Tavprasad Swaiyye’. no. 9/29. 

22. Malik Hardit Singh in his ‘Preface’ to Introduction to Sikhism by Gobind 
singh Mansukhani, New Delhi-1967, p.1. 

23. Guru Granth Sahib, op. cit., Raga Dhanasari, M.I., p. 661. 
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which have been acclaimed by M.Mujeeb as "the foundation 
of a spiritually oriented, dynamic social life", and are stated to be 
"constituting together the starting point of good life at any time 
anywhere."“* This religious system is, thus, in complete contrast 
to the age-old beliefs and practices of enforced celibacy, barren 
asceticim, rigid ritualism, formal piety and mortification of human 
frame to attain salvation or liberation. Hence, according to C.H. 
Payne, "the seed which (Guru) Nanak (its Founder) sowed 
produced richer harvest not because he expounded a nobler 
philosophy or preached a purer morality but because he adopted 
his teachings to the needs of human life; realized what they failed 
to realize that a religion, if it is to be a living force, must be a 
practical religion, one that teaches mankind not how to escape 
from world but how to live worthily in it; not how evil is to be 
avoided but how it is to be met and overcome." 

There Lies the activist dyemic concept of religion, not as 
something separate from daily or worldly life but something which 
is a part and parcel of daily life for the ordinary people; and Guru Ji 
has said 'You can attain salvation while laughing, while playing, 
clothing, eating. This harmonious close integration between life 
and religion is what made Sikhism great. It is not a separate 
compartment where you are a devotee or seeking philosophy or 
personal salvation, but it was made part and parcel of your daily 
living. This is what made Sikhism such a religion and a religion 
which has become the secret of the great success of the Sikhs in 
this country and other countries". 

This is also important to note in this context that "the man of 
Guru Nanak is the creation of God and partakes of His Own Light. 


Since man is of Divine lineage, he essentially is good, not evil."* 


24. Mujeeb, M. in his 'Foreword’ to Guru Nanak In His own words by 
Harnam Singh ‘Shan’, Amritsar-1969, pp. XIII-XIV. 
25. Payan, C.H., A Short History of the Sikhs, London-18..., p. 27. 
25-A. Studies in Sikhism, op. cit., pp. 11-12. 
26. Ha 3 fs Hay J, 
ATST HS USS | 
Guru Granth Sahib, op. cit., M.III, p.441. 
So says Guru Amar Das (1479-1574 A.D.), the Third Guru : 
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Evil, according to Sikhism, is not something inbuilt in the human 
situation. It arises out of man 's ignorance of his Divine origin, out 
of his (egoism). In this world which in Sikhism is posited as a 
reality, being 'the True One 's Own Mansion’,*’ man launches upon 
the rediscovery of his true self. This invests his sojourn in the 
world with authenticity and reality. That is why Sikh faith admits 
man 's material happiness to be as important as his spiritual 
liberation. Man 's secular and mundane concerns are not rejected, 
but are sought to be related to a higher spiritual and moral goal. 
The persistent opposition in Guru Nanak 's thought to oppressive 
state structures and to empty ritualism is derived from the 
recognition of their anti-human character."*® Moreover, he 
"reinterpreted the classical law of Karma in a way that made room 
| for human freedom and initiative in the realm of moral causation 
| (Hukam). Thus at one stroke he restored due place to ethics in the 
spiritual conception of reality as well as in the sphere of social 
| responsibility of man. By rejecting the orthodox view of the law of 
Karma, the great redeemer of Mankind struck at the roots of the 
casteridden system of social inequality. By harmonising 
spiritualism with humanism, Guru Nanak reinvested man with a 
, dignity of his own. In redefining man 's relation with God, he not | 
only merely stressed the divinity of man and the humanity of God. 
God no longer remained merely transcendental and aloof as in 
Shankara 's Advaita Vadanta, having no real relation with man and 
the world.... This is how Guru Nanak, the Founder of the Sikh faith, . 
revolutionised the modes and moulds of thought, initiating a new 
revolutionary movement aimed ar the spiritual reconstruction,moral 
‘regeneration and social amelio-ration of the conditions of man." 
27. According to the Second Sikh prophet, Guru Angad Dev (1509-1552 
A.D. 
a ee 
-Guru Granth Sahib, op. cit., Raga Asa, MII, p.463. 
This world is the Chamber of the True One In it is His abode. 
28. The Faith of the Sikhs, op. cit., pp. 8-9. 


29. Ahluwalia, Jasbir Singh, Sikhism : Essence and Significance, 
Amritsar-1978, p.4. 
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The movement he thus set in motion gave birth to a religion 
which is Universal in its sweep and scope and Occumenical in its 
approach and outlook. It has set forth a strong moral force against 
the exploitation of man by man who by following its tenets and 
traditions, neither fears nor frightens anyone;*° remains stable and 
steadfast in all eventualities; embodies the universal spirit of 
liberation and tolerance and seeks God 's blessings for the welfare 
of the whole humanity in his daily personal as well as 
congregational prayers, as follows : 

3d STE HITT UT Ia 

May the whole humanity 
Be blessed with peace and prosperity 
In Your will, by Your grace, O God*"! 

Not only that, its Fifth Master, Guru Arjun Dev 
(1563-1606 A.D.), the holy author and compiler of its Holy Book 
Guru Granth Sahib (1604 A.D.) has himself prayed to Him as 
follows : 

HS dbo AHI, muet fhod adil 

nig uret Hy Gurls, ved WISE Slo Sd P 

Be Merciful, O God! 

And keep all beings under Your care. 

Let grain and water be in plenty; 

Shatter their sufferings and penury, 

And ferry them across the Ocean of Existence.*2 

He included in the said Scripture of his religion the selected 
hymns of many divinely inspired Hindu Saints, Muslim Sufis and 
holy men belonging to the so-called scheduled castes (caring little 


30. Imbued with the spirit as expressed in the following dictum of Guru 
Teg Bahadur (1621-1675 A.D.), the Ninth Prophet and Martyr : 
sag ag vg af, afy J HSS HS II 

-Guru Granth Sahib, op. Cit., M.IX, SL. 16, p. 1427. 
31. Last verse of the Sikh Congregational Prayer, called Ardas. 
32. Guru Granth Sahib, op. cit., Raga Sarang, M.V, p. 1251. 
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for their castes, creeds, callings nad social standing) alongwith 
the composition of the Sikh Gurus. He invited Mian Mir, the 
famous Muslim Sufi saint of Lahore, to lay the foundation-stone, in 
1588 A.D., of the Harimander (Golden Temple), the holiest shrine 
of the Sikhs,at Amritsar.** Unlike the usual pattern of one-door 
traditional temples, the Great Guru kept its four doors open on all 
sides, signifying that the Sikh worship and its holiest place was 
open to all and sundry, from all directions, all the time, without any 
distinction or discrimination. 

such a universal appeal, cosmopolitan outlook, liberal 
essence and glorious traditions are unprecedented in the religious 
history of man. These have contributed, thus, significantly for the 
age and limitations of Sikh religion, towards human uplift and 
well-being by offering the message of love, harmony, co-existence 
and good cheer for all humanity and by furthering goodwill, general 
happiness and collective ethical values of the society for building a 
new and pluralistic world order in a very open and straightforward 
way.°4 

So much so that M.A. Macauliffe, while addressing the Quest 
society, London, in 1910, observed: "The Sikh religion, as 
compared to other religions, presents no mysteries and embraces 
an ethical system such as has never been excelled."* It was he 
who had also stated earlier in his magnum opus in 1909: 
"The illustrious author of the Vie de Jesus asks whether great 
Originality will again arise or the world will be content to follow the 
paths opened by the daring creators of ancient ages. Now there is 
here presented a religion (i.e. Sikhism) totally unaffected by Semitic 


33. Gupta, Hari Ram, History of the Sikhs, vol.l, Delhi-1973; 2nd rec & 
enl. ed. -1984, p.131. 

34. For a detailed account refer to Contribution of Sikhism towards 
Human Welfare, a paper presented by Harnam Singh 'Shan' at the 34 
International Congress of Asian & African Studies, held in 1993 at the 
University of Hong Kong; published later in Studies in Sikhism & Comparative 
Religion, Vol. XII, No. 1, New Delhi-1994, pp. 7-31. 

35. Macauliffe, M.A., The Sikh Religion : A Lecture, London-1910, p.25. 
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or Christian influence. Based on the concept of the unity of God, it 


rejected Hindu formularies and adopted an independent ethical 
system, ritual, and standards which were totally opposed to the 
, theoulgical beliefs of Guru Nanak 's age and country." Hence, he 
asserted : ‘It would be difficult to point to a religion of greater 

originality or to a more comprehensive ethical system."*° 


This is true because the religion itself has been visualised, 
defined and projected in its scripture as under : 
Hde UdH Hid AHS UdH II 
dtd a ay aly, (SdH AGH II 
Hat font Hf SSH fafa || 
Ag Fifer, Gaus HE olor 
The most exalted of all religions 
Consists in the contemplation of the Divine Name 
and the performance of the righteous deeds. 
The highest of all actions 
Lies in the effacement of impure thinking 
in the company of the  holy.*’ 

Its prophets have, therefore, been laying the greatest 
emphasis on the good moral conduct, purity of heart and righteous 
deeds. According to its Founder : 

Als de st Ag uTehy |) 
The True One is attained 
Only by purity of the heart®®. 
and 
Hud Gd Ha, 
Cufg He mTITE | P 
Truth is higher than everything else, 
i But higher by far is the living of truth*®. 


36. Macauliffe, M.A., The Sikh Religion : Ifs Gurus, Sacred Writings and 
Authors, Oxford-1909, Introduction, pp. liv-v. 

37. Guru Granth Sahib, op.cit., Raga Gauri, M.V., 'Sukhmanf, St. 8/s, p. 
266. 

38. Ibid., Raga Asa, M.I, p.472. 


39. Ibid., Raga Siri, MLL, p.62. 
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"We know", says R.K. Narenyanan, "that many of the sainta 
and sages of India emphasised onTruth and described God as 
Turth ....Guru Ji not only said, Truth is important, Truth is God. He 
said something more....Truth is above all, above Truth is Truthful 
conduct’.... This emphasis on the practice of truth or truthful 
conduct is somehthing very important, very remarkable indeed"**“ 

They have, therefore, been exhorting all human beings to 
inculcate the virtues of truth, chastity, humility, wisdom, 
contentment, self-control, fellow-feeling, dedicated service, 
gratefulness, loving devotion and obedience to the will of God in 


such pithy sayings as couched, for instance, in the following few 
verses : 


1. Remember that - 
Hag atet atsat ae dfaprtethyt sz 1 4° 
Sweetness and humility are 
The essence of all virtues and good qualities*°. 
2. Understand that — 
ast Aa 68 OTH 
ed fente afa HHA Ae Halt aha Het 11 
Religion consists not in mere talk. 
He who looks on all alike 
and considers all as equals 


Is acclaimed as_ truly religious*'. 
3. Know that- 

ay, au atin a are | 

fa@ dus Hoar wile 

As borax melts gold 

So do lust and wrath disintegrate the body.*2 
4. Realise that —~ 

fhitea zal 

odt udGuata || # 

The human body 


That does not do good to others, is worthless. 
39-A. Studies in Sikhism and Compertive Religion op. cit., p.10. 
40. Guru Granth Sahib, Raga Asa, M.I, p. 470. 

41. Ibid, Raga Suhi, M. I, p. 730. 
42. \bid., Raga Ramkali, M. |, p, 932. 
43. Ibid., Raga Dhanasn, MLV, p, 269. 
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©. Believe that- 
as feu? adal, Gata Ale dot 
Falsehood exhausts _ itself 
; Truth alone prevails ultimately”. 
(7) 
Assessing such lofty ideals, noble exhortations, marvelous 
qualities and mirarculous achievements of its prophet- preceptors 
as well as its potentials and prospects in the religious and 
temporal domains of the world, another eminent scholar, Dorothy 
Field, maintained in 1914 : 

"Sikhism is capable of a distinct position as world religion.... 
The religion is also one which should appeal to the accidental 
mind. It is essentiallly a practical religion. If judged from the 
pragmatical standpoint, it would rank almost first in the world. Of 
no other religion can it be said that it has made a nation in so 
short a time. The Sikh religion is one of the most interesting at 
present existing in India, possible indeed in the whole world. That 
it should have transformed the outcaste Indian into a fine and loyal 
warrior, is little short of a miracle." 

The great and grand Guru Gobind Singh who performed this 
miracle, so "effectively raised the dormant energies of a vanquished 
people and filled them with a lofty longing for social freedom and 
national ascendency,"* that such fine and valiant warriors 

P enthused with the great virtues of character, devotion, indomitable 
spirit and faith in the invincibility of man, have all along been 
fighting heroic battles against the heaviest odds. They have been 

: opposing injustice, intolerance and oppression and safeguarding 
the dignity, liberty and other fundamental rights of the people to 
the best of their ability and capacity. The Founder of their faith, 
Guru Nanak Dev, himself opposed political tyranny and 
subjugation, and raised his forceful and fearless voice against the 


44. \bid., Raga Ramkali, M. |, p. 953. 
45. Field, Dorothy, The Religion of the Sikhs, London - 1914, pp, 9, 34-35. 
46. Cunningham, A Hisfory of the Sikhs & op, cit., p.75. 
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aggression in 1521 A.D. of the Mughal invader, Babar, calling him 
the 'Regent of Death’, condemning the tyrannical deeds of his 
hordes and expressing the agony of the oppressed humanity in 
the most pathetic verses, entitled Babarvani.*’ addressed to Bhai ‘ 
Lalo and began as under : 
q. uly al ae @ arasg Ur 
pdt Hot WS, SF GBI | : 
HoH UdH we sf use 
ag fed uae, = osire 
Babar, the Mughal, rushed from Kabul, 
with the wedding - party of sins, 
And demanded in forced marriages, 
the surrender of our womanhood, O Lalo! 
Modesty and righteousness went into hiding 
and falsehood was strutting about in glory, O Lalo*® ! 
2. vat Hg Udt qasrée, 
3 oft ade S mien || 
The people were tortured so ruthlessly 
: That they, in their agony, wailed 


| and cried to heaven. | 
! Did it not awaken any compassion 
in you, for them, O_ Lord ?4 : 


sikhism, in fact, was born in such a hostile atmosphere and 
it had to face all along such a tough opposition, oppression and 
persecution that even its Fifth and Ninth Masters, Guru Arjun Dev 


(1563-1606 A.D.) and Guru Teg Bahadur (1621-1675 A.D.), had ; 
themselves to lay down, under imperial ordinances, their lives*° for a. 2 
upholding truth, justice and human rights on the one hand and 


47. Guru Granth Sahib, op, cit., Ragas Asa & Tilang, M.I, pp. 360, 417, 722. 
48. Guru Granth Sahib, op, cit, Raga Tilang, M. |, p. 722. 

49. Ibid., Raga Asa, M.I, p. 360. 

50. Guru Arjun Dev on 30 May 1606 at Lahore, the capital of Panjab, 


under Emperor Jahangir's orders; and Guru Teg Bahadur on 11 b 
Nov.1675 at Delhi, the capital of India, under Emperor Aurangzeb's 
orders. | 
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uprooting intolerance, indignity, tyranny and oppression on the 
other, defending thereby, the people's right to their religious belief 
and practice. The Tenth Master, Guru Gobind Singh, had therefore 
to create on 30 March 1699 the aforesaid force of martial and 
self-sacrificing saint-soldiers, called-the Khalsa (God's Elect) and 
to take up arms as the last resort, declaring his mission of life in 
P the following words : 

JH fed aH Aas Nome | | 

UdH JS ddez Use]! 

adi Sut SH UGH faard || 

He eubyis ual Usd | 

| have come to this world 

for this specific purpose : 

The Supreme Lord has sent me here 

to uphold Dharma (Righteousness). 

He has commanded me 

to spread true faith everywhere, and 

Seize and smash the wicked and tyrants?’. 

And proclaiming that when all peaceful means fail to check 

injustice, oppression and tyranny, recourse to arms is a lawful and 
legitimate alternative : 


A , 
tye > ly DAO Sed SX 16 3% 


ee Ea 


Say Td - celichel wanes 
JSS MHS YS ¥ HHH VHS | 
“When an affair is past beyond all other means, 
It is just and righteous to draw the sword. 

The Divine Master sacrificed his father, mother, all the four 
sons and even himself too to fulfil that God-ordained mission and 
defend the fundamental rights of the people. The ideal men and 
women the visualised and created also did never lag behind and 
died, in thousands, as martyrs to such noble and altruistic 


51. Dasam Granth Sahib, op. cit., p. 57, 'Bachitar Natak' , Ch. VI, St, 42. 
52. Ibid., "Zafarnamah", Dina Kangar - 1706 A.D., V.no.22. 
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causes. The history of Sikhism is replete with their glorious deeds 
and supreme sacrifices made to uphold their beliefs, maintain their 
traditions and promote the noble causes of faith and freedom, 
truth and justice, singing the following bead verse of their great and 
illustrious Founder : 

Hd& HEH! Haat Ja J | 

fH df Hole ugeTe |! 

Death is a privilege for the brave, 

If they die for a noble cause”. 

"A living spirit", says J. D. Cunningham, the first western 
chronicler of their history and tradition, therefore, "possesses the 
whole Sikh people, and the impress of (Guru) Gobind (Singh) has 
not only elevated and altered the constitution of their minds, but 
has also operated materially and given amplitude to their physical 
frames." | 


(3) 

Such a ‘living spirit’, inherent merit and intrinsic worth — of 
sikhism; its past glory, great traditions, present diaspora, 
all-round progress and valuable contributions towards the uplift of 
man and service of mankind in almost all spheres of human 
activity and walks of life during such a short time, bear ample 
testimony to its amazing originality, vitality and superiority,as 
recently observed, as follows, by Noel Q. King, Professor 
(Emeritus) of Religion at the University of California, Santa Cruz : 
"oikhism is a world religion; not only has it followers in the 
Panjab, all over India, in the United Kingdom, United States of 
America, East Africa and Oceania, Canada and elsewere; but 
also it spans the great divide between the so-called western 
religions (Judism, Christianity and Islam) and the eastern 
(Hinduism, Buddhism) and Chinese classical ideologies 
(Confucianism and Taoism). It also has many features which go 
back to the primordial pre-Aryan religion of India. It has all these 
things... yet in every case it presents these ideas on its own 
terms, in a way which makes it different from other religions."*> 


53. Guru Granth Sahib, op. cit. M.1, p. 579. 

54. Cunningham, A History of the Sikhs, op, cit., p.76. 

55. King, Noel Q. in Advanced Studies in Sikhism, ed. by Mann, 
Jasbir Singh & Saram, Harbans Singh, Irvine - 1989, p. 11. 
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This is so because like all other global and ‘higher religions’ 
of the world, Sikhism is also an original and independent religion; 
a revelaed religion born of a direct and definitive revelation. Hence, 
it differs from aimost all other religions of the world in one way or 
the other. Its prophet-preceptors have clearly stated their own 
point of view on all those matters, beliefs and practices where they 
differed or disagreed with other religions. While including, for 
instance, the hymns of the Muslim saint, Sheikh Farid, in their 
Scripture, they have put in beside his their own views. But they did 
not criticise the Muslim way of worship which he advocated. 
Similarly, they did not, never for once, discredit any religion or 
malign any of their prophets or holy men. 

Bvincing rather an all-embracing egalitarian approach to 
religion, Sikhism regards all religions as means for the spiritual 
and moral betterment of human beings. According to its tenets 
and traditions, these are like different roads, leading to one and 
the same _ destination. It, however, lays special emphasis on the 
purity of thought, word and deed; and vehemently rejects empty 
ritualism, hypocrisy, superstitiousness and unrealistic blind faith 
and unethical practices. But despite having basic differences, for 
example, with Hindu and Muslim thought, its Scripture goes to 
the extent of telling people that : | 

de aAsY ddd HS 3S Yat HS feu I! * 

Do not call Hindu and Semitic Holy Books false, 

He who does not contemplate these, is false™. 

Its, Founder, the unique prophet of the people and apostle of 
peace and unification, kept a Muslim, Bhai Mardana, and a Hindu, 
Bhai Bala, as his life-long companions; and spent about 30 years 
of his life in visiting the holy places of other religions and meeting 
_ with their leaders and holy men, both in and outside India. And 
he started the mission of his life in 1496 A.D. at Sultanpur Lodhi 
with his historic trumpet-blast : 
Sta fe St HABHS 17 


56. Guru Granth Sahib, op. cit., Raga Prabhati, Kabir, p. 1350. 
57. Puratan Janamsakhi Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji, ed. by, Vir Singh, Bhai, 
Amritsar - 1926, 
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There is neither a Hindu 

Nor a Musalman.| see only man?’ 

OR a 

All are human beings . 
Sons and daughters of the One and Same Supreme being. 

With this moral and spiritual slogan and his revolutionary ideas 
and actions, he shook the entire surroundings. So said Swami 
Vivekananda : "Here it was that the gentle Nanak preached his 
marvellous love for the world. Here it was that his broad heart was 
opened and his arms out-stretched to embrace the whole world, not 
only of Hindus but of Muhammedans too."*®. 

(9) 

Sikhism is not only such an egalitarian, dynamic, and 
forward-looked faith, but is also a complete religion in every 
respect like other major religions on this planet, such as Islam. 

Just like it, Sikhism has its own independent history, entity 
and identity; its own beloved homeland; a distinct language and its 
indigenous script; rich literature and culture; a rare optimistic and 
indomitable spirit, called Charhdi Kala, in addition. 

Among other unrivalled features, Sikhism has its own 
religious, spiritual, cultural and political capital, viz. the holy city of 
Amritsar, with its world--famous Harmandir (Golden Temple) and 
Akal Takht (Throne of the Timeless). There are its greatest focal 
points and for its followers the highest seats of spiritual and ‘ 
temporal authority, called Miri and Piri, signifying the 
combination of the worldly and other-worldly concerns of man, 
symbolising the corelation of spiritual and temporal sovereignties . 
in Sikhism and indicating the unity of religious and politcal 
aspirations in the Sikh tradition. The four doors of this unique 
temple highlight not only the above mentioned" egalitarian 
character of the Sikh value-pattern but also the concept of the 
open society as envisioned by Sikhism."*® The whole complex, 


58. Vivekananda, Swami, A Lecture, delivered at Lahore in 1897. 
59. Sikhism : Essence and Significance, op, cit., p. 12. 
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called reverently Darbar Sahib (the Holy Court), is not only the 
centre of this world-religion, but is also a "meeting ground of the 
various facets of the human spirit and a profound symbol of future 
confluence of the world-cultures into an universal culture for 
mankind."©° | 

Above all, Sikhism is bestowed with its own Holy Book, Guru 
Granth Sahib, which is not only the Guru Eternal of its adherents 
but is also considered as unique, in a number of ways, among the 
great scriptures of the world. It contains the holy utterances, 
sacred writings and universal teachings of the Sikh prophets in 
their original, authentic and underfiled form, as compiled, recorded 
and preserved by Guru themselves. Hence says Macauliffe, "The 
Sikh religion differs as regards the authenticity of its dogmas from 
most other great theological systems. Many of the great teachers, 
the world has known have left not a line of their own composition; 
and we only know what they taught through tradition or 
second-hand information." Mentioning Pythagoras, Socrates, 
Buddha, Confucius, Christ, and Muhammed in this context, he 
concludes; "But the compositions of the Sikh Gurus are preserved 
and we know at first hand what they taught."*' It is, therefore, most 
ardently venerated and looked upon by its followers as the 
embodiment in visible form of the holy spirit, “the mystic 
personality, the person visible"®* of their Ten prophet-preceptors, 
their continuing visible manifestation, as so apatheosized and 
ordained by Guru Gobind Singh, the Tenth and the last human 
Guru as under : 


He fhus a JAH J, dg Habug ofa 


} — wae 
eee all 


All the Sikhs are commanded 
To hold The Granth to be their Guru®. 
It is the pivot of their religious and spiritual as well as social 
and cultural life, the “perpetual authority, spiritual as well as 


60. Kapur Singh, The Golden Temple, Amritsar, Amritsar -1977, p. 3. 

61. The Sikh Religion, op, cit., vol : |, Introduction, p. Liii. 

62. Manmohan Singh, H.K., in his "Foreword' to An Introduction to Sri 
Guru Granth Sahib Gurbachan Singh Talib, Patiala - 1991, p. iii. 

63. Prehlad Singh, Bhai, Rehatnama, Nanded - 1708 c., St. 30. 
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historical” for the Sikhs who "love their religion in response to it."© 
This sacred scripture of the Sikhs is also the repository of 

the aforesaid universal message-- of loving devotion and truthful 

living; love and truth; equality and fraternity; compassion and 

justice; peace and harmony -- of Sikhism. It is also acclaimed as 

a marvellous scriptural heritage of the Indian subcontinent. Its 

large-size 1430 pages contain not only the sacred writings of Sikh 

Gurus but also of its 36 medieval Hindu Saints, Muslim Sufis and 

some other holy men whose hymns were found in harmony with 

the thought and teachings of the Sikh Faith, though they hailed 

from different parts of the subcontinent, belonged to different 

periods of its history and were associated with various 

communities, castes, creeds, classes and callings. Besides being 

"The only non-denominational scripture."*> of the world, it is also" 

the truly universal scripture which in its universality, profundity and 

outreach has an universal siginificance."°° Hence, Arnold Toynbee, 

the greatest historian of our times, has claimed it to be the "part of 

mankind's common spiritual treasure which should be brought 

within the direct reach of as many people as possible." According 

to him, “Of all Known religious scriptures, this book is the most 

highly venerated. It means more to Sikhs than even the Quran 

means to Muslims, the Bible to Christians, and the Torah to Jews. 

The Adi Granth is the Sikhs’ perpetual guru (spiritual guide)... a 

book that has meant and means so much to such a notable 

community as the Sikh Khalsa, deserves close study from the 

rest of the world."°” 


64. Harbans Singh, Sri Guru Granth Sahib : Guru Eternal for the Sikhs, 
Patiala - 1988, p. 19. 

65. Khushwant Singh, The Sikhs, Varanasi - 1984, p.21. 

66. Shan, Harnam Singh, Ecumenicalism of Guru Granth Sahib, A paper 
presented at the All India Literary & Cultural Conference, Bangalore in 
1993 : published later in a concise form in The Sikh Review, Calcutta, 
vol : 43: 3, March - 1995, p.6. 

67. Toynbee, Arnold, in his ‘Foreword’ to UNESCO's Selections from the 
Sacred Writings of the Sikhs, London - 1960. p.9. 
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It was Toynbee again who also prophesied while writing his 
foreword to a Unesco publication in 1960 : “Mankind's religious 
future may be obscure; yet one thing can be foreseen : the living 
higher religions are going to influence each other more than ever 
before in the days of increasing communication between all parts 
of the world and all branches of the human race. In this coming 
religious debate, the Sikh Religion and its scripture, The Adi 
Granth (i. e. Guru Granth Sahib), will have something of special 
value to say to the rest of the world."©° 

Kapur Singh, the highly learned and distinguished exponent 
of the Sikh theology and philosophy, comprehending and analysing 
the situation and make-up of the modern world and the modern 
man, in the context of science and religion, had also come to the 
following, an almost similar conclusion, shortly before his demise 
in 1986 : "The annihilation of distance and the consequent 
emergence of a de facto global society has made this earnest 
yearning of mankind, at this moment of its history, not only urgent, 
for a religion which is available to all castes and colours, all races 
and nationalities, but also such a hope and yearning seems more 
capable of actual realisation today than it ever has been the case 
in the history of the world before. In this context, an acquaintance 
with the outines of the origin and history, doctrines and tenets of 
the Sikh religion is desirable, for this religion not only professes to 
be an oecumenical religion, available to all men without 
discrimination but also claims to be a modern religion capable of 
meeting with the deepest aspirations, the spiritual and secular 
needs of the mankind of today. The fact that this religion was 
founded in the 15th century when the historical development 
towards annihilation of distance that has made possible the 
emergence of a human global society possible and imperative, 
that it was finalised in the 17th century when the modern scientific 
outlook and activity assumed a definiteness and finitude, both of 
which factors have led to the rise of problems that have now 


68. Ibid, pp. 10-11 
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resulted in the revival of interest in the religion as, perhaps, the 
only hope of mankind, may not be merely fortuitous or 
accidental."°° 

J.C. Archer, Professor of Comparative Religion at the Yale 
University, Princeton, had also observed, about, forty years earlier 
than Kapur Singh and fourteen years earlier than Toynbee, after a 
comparative study of Hinduism, Islam an Sikhism that "the religion 
of the Guru Granth (i.e. Sikhism) is a universal and practical 
religion.... The world needs today its message of peace and love."”° 
| Owen Cole, another authority on the subject, in his foreword 
to The Teachings of Guru Nanak, written as recently as. in 1983 
has also stated : "The message of Guru Nanak was not only to 
the Sikhs in the sense in which what word is used today. There 
was as yet no Sikh religion. The teachings he gave were to all 
humanity for the benefit of all who would listen and respond. In 
today's global village it is as important as it was five hundred years 
ago that all those who wish to turn their thoughts from material 
and mundane concerns to matters of eternal signifinance, should 
be able to discover what the world's great sages have had to say. 
Guru Nanak is one of these, and through the English-speaking 
countries, the massage which he himself never allowed to be 
confined to Panjab is again reaching distant places. Professor 
Shan's book its timely in this sense. It also comes at a time when 
scholarly attention in Sikhism is growing and creating a need for 
sound, scholarly introductions to Sikh theology to be published." 
Concluding his observations, Cole went further to add : "One hears 
so much about what the religions have stood for in the past. The 
question | find young people of all religions backgrounds asking is, 
"Has religion any value and purpose today?" If this book helps us 
think of this issue it will have made a great contribution to human 
development." 
~ 69. Kapur Singh, Sikhism, An Oecumenical Religion, Chandigarh - 1993, 

pp. 26-27 

70. Archer, J. C., The Sikhs in Relation to Hindus, Muslims, Christians and 
Ahmediyas : A Study in Comparative Religion, Princeton - 1946 p. 105. 


71. Cole, W. Owen, in this ‘Foreword’ to Teachings of Guru Nanak by 
Harnam Singh ‘Shan’, Chandigarh - 1983, pp. 7-8. 
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There lies the purpose of the mission, value of the teaching, 
universality of the message, significance of the essence and the 
eternity of the relevance of this religion, the universal Religion for 
the present space age."’™ This, indeed, is an ideal religion for the 
Modern Man, a universal and egalitarian whole-life religion of our own 
times-- humanitarian in spirit, affirmative in ideology, modern in 
outlook, scientific in analysis, radical in views, national in approach 
and practical in adaptabity; suited to the needs, aspirations and 
conditions of the modern man and his social set-up. It knows no 
ethnical, racial or regional limitations recognises no distinctions on 
account of birth, sex, status, caste, creed, colour or calling; and 
embodies, on the other hand, universal respect and concern for all, 
regarding all as equals and respectable, cherishing its Founder's 
inimitable advice : 

Hg a Cut mrdbyalyg o CH ate 
fread sid Af fea woe) fag SIP 
Call everyone high (noble) 

for, none seems low. 

As God, the sole ‘Potter’ (Maker) 

has fashioned all “vessels' alike. 

And it is His’ Light alone 

That shines in all creation”. 

It is, thus, a religion which is not only a theological path 
meant to lead towards spiritual progress and Ultimate Reality, but 
is also the one which is equally concerned with the establishment 
of a just and altruistic social order and is totally committed to 
human equality, truthful living and peaceful co-existence, as 
proclaimed by Guru Arjun Dev, its Fifth Prophet-preceptor, in the 
following verse : 

dle Jay nt fhodee oy U ate S fan gerect || 
HS HeYSt gob fes dot TBH aa AIP 


OO® 


71-A. Bradshaw, Sikhism : A Universal Message, op. cit., p.8. 
72. Guru Granth Sahib, op. cit., Siri Raga, M. |, 
73. Guru Granth Sahib, op. cit., Sin Raga, M.I. 
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